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CANADIAN NATIONAL PARKS 
Systems, Stresses and Solutions, 
Our Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture, 
To be presented by Dr David Wetch. 


DIARY DATES 


Fri 3rd Nov. Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. Parks Canada. 
Speaker Dr David Welch, Parks Canada. 


Sun 5th Nov. Excursion. Three Native Plant Gardens. Leader 
Elspeth Swan. 
Sat llth Nov. Official Opening of "Box Ironbark Reflexions". 
1-30pm, Central Goldfields Art Gallery, Neill St, Maryborough. 
Exhibition open 8th to 30th Nov. 
Wed 15th Nov. LINCS Tree Planting. 9-30, see Pat. 
Thur 16th Nov. Ballarat Bushland Booklet Meeting. 7-30pm, 
Greg’s, : 
Mon 20th Nov. Australian Natural History Medallion 
Presentation. 7-30pm FNCV Blackburn. 
Wed 22nd Nov. Committee Meeting. Joan and Brian’s, Durham 
Lead, 7-30pm 
Fri lst Dec. Meeting. Raptors. Speaker Richard Naisbitt, 
keeper of raptors at Healesville Sanctuary. 
Sun 3rd Dec. Excursion. BOCA Block, Linton. EFNCB members. 
Note half day excursion, meet Creswick Plaza at 1-30. 
OCTOBER MEETING POINTS 

*1 Excursion details - Castlemaine and Brisbane Ranges. 
*2 2pm room preparation for SBML. *3 Report requested 
concerning progress of Hairy Anchor Plants. *4 LINCS excursion 
on Sunday 8th, meet 9-30 Buninyong Golf Club, bus trip, free 
lunch, Weeds and Wetlands. #5 Greg Binns expressed concern 
over the selling of blocks adjacent to Merrin Merrin and Middle 
Swamps at Clunes. Seven blocks are for sale and will be 
auctioned by Crawford Dowling at 1-30pm, 27th October. It has 
been suggested that slight realignment of boundaries would 
exclude the high water level from blocks for sale, this would 
produce an area of about 17.5 Ha, which could possibly he 
bought by local groups or a conservation minded benefactor. 
Letters sent to the DNRE, Trust For Nature and appropriate 
politicians. Suggestion that our club be prepared to give a 
donation if the need arises. Clunes PS to hold bird counts 
there on 24th and 25th October. *#6 Australian Plant Society 
display/sale 21st and 22nd Oct. *7 Campout at Rawson 9th March 
2001. *8 Australian Natural History Medallion awarded to Dr 
Malcolm Calder - our speaker for October 1998, when he gave us 
an excellent talk about mistletoe. *9 John Landy - our 1999 
SBML speaker - to be Patron (elect) of FNCV. 


SHOW AND TELL — FIELD REPORTS 
Had excellent trip to central Australia, Eileen Anderson. 
// Swamp Wallaby still on island in Lake Wendouree, Peter 
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Billing. // 9 blue-billed ducks, raft of 8-10 great crested 
grebes. Swan with hook in foot and fishing line around neck, 
caught and freed by Ken, Lake Wendouree, Carol Hall. // Male 
rufous whistler, home garden, Greg Binns. // Caspian Tern and 
whiskered terns Lake Wendouree, Ken Kraaijeveld. // 10 yellow 
tailed cockatoos flying NW, white faced heron flying north, 
North Ballarat, Helen Burgess. // Latham’s snipe near dam and 2 
crested pigeons on road, Bungaree, 2nd Oct. Swan’s nest 
flooded due to heavy rain, Les Hanrahan. // 3 new clumps of 
Corybas incurvus and one new clump of Cyrtostylis sp?, yellow 
robins nesting beside garage, Paul Norquay. // Late September, 
SW corner of West Australia, wonderful variety of wildflowers. 
China blue leschenautia near York. Some exotics are taking 
hold eg arum lillies and gazania. Dulcie Brooke. // Wood duck 
in front garden. Barking owl seen and call recorded, back of 
block, Mt Helen, first week of October, Frank Harrap. // Sacred 
kingfisher, Lake Esmond. Masked Lapwings, parents with 3 
chicks SMB Brewery Complex, early October, Gail Whyte. 


NEW LIBRARY BOOKS 
Three books kindly donated by Geoff Millar :- ’Wildlife 
and Farm Dams’, ’A Field Guide to Australian Native Shrubs’ and 
*Wildfowl of the World’. We also received a copy of the 
Australian Naturalists Network Register’. 


CASTLEMAINE EXCURSION 

What a lovely day we had, ending with a superb finale, 
joining hands around the trunk of a grand red gum, E. 
camaldulensis. But I’d better start at the beginning. 

Overcast in Ballarat, members gathered to join Ern and 
Leslie Perkins and three Castlemaine naturalists at the 
Castlemaine market. Everywhere on the road to Castlemaine were 
signs of Spring. Lambs gambolling in green lush grass, 
deciduous trees in tiny leaf, birds on the wing, and acacias, 
oh so yellow! 

With Ern leading the way we headed for Chewton, each car 
with a well prepared sheet of what to look for on our travels. 
We had frequent stops, viewing items of interest, well . 
researched by Ern. A longer stop at Garfield wheel. It was 
time for morning coffee. Ern shared his enthusiasm about the 
history of Garfield Mine Shaft as we walked along the track. 
There were examples of small mine workings, the water race, 
which carried water to the mine from Expedition Pass Reservoir, 
and the point on the race from where the water travelled, via a 
wooden flume, to the Garfield Water Wheel. 

It was hard to take everything in, so much to see, so 
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many discoveries were being made by each member. AND THE SUN 
WAS SHINING. Kevin found a small white egg at the base of the 
great water wheel. Greg thought that it was probably a rosella 
that was taken short and had laid its egg in the hollow. So 
many flowers, Dillwynia sericea, Thelymytra nuda, green-comb 
spider-orchid Caladenia dilatata. Joan discovered our first 
waxlip orchid Glossodia major. Also seen were pink fingers 
Caladenia carnea, beard orchid Calochilus sp, low growing 
Acacia acinacea, goodenia, Pimelea linifolia, lomandra, 
Thysanotus patersoii, T. tuberosus, fringe lillies and 
dianella. On a chocolate lily, a spittle bug was discovered 
sucking the sap. It lays its eggs in the spit so that the 
babies have a nice environment. There were also yam daisies 
Microseris lanceolatus everywhere with their elegant nodding 
buds. These were some of the precious finds on the water wheel 
track, 

Off we went again. Very bad erosion and gorse everywhere 
as we returned to the road. Passed under an elliptical arched 
railway bridge, "a fine example of masonry craft," said Rob. 
More weeds, blackberries, periwinkle, pampas grass and cape 
broom. We stopped at the water race and walked along tracks of 
shale. We could see well constructed sills that were designed 
to break the water flow. Everywhere were drifts of pink bells 
Tetratheca ciliata, Grevillea alpina, Daviesia tetraphylla 
reaching out as we passed and wax flowers. Also Drosera 
peltata, handsome flat pea Platylobium formosum, dusty miller 
Spyridium parvifolium, Pimelia linifolia and Daviesia 
bardenia. 

Margaret from Castlemaine was a great source of botanical 
information, Leslie too and of course, our own Pat and Helen. 
There were the remains of a large rusty boiler and chimney. 
John noticed impressions of boiler rivets in the old concrete. aR 
Greg heard a striated pardalote and a black faced cuckoo 
shrike. A small skink slithered past. There were flowers 
everywhere, early nancies, Wurmbea dioica, Helichrysum 
bracteatum viscosa, Craspedia variabilis, droseras, Leucopogon 
virgatus, and Stackhousia monogyna. Brian found a fungi 
Coltricia cinnamomea (= C. oblectans), the lustre of the cap 
reminded him of the appearance of a tigers eye. All the time 
we had to watch our feet, so many treasures abounded. 

We continued our driving and walking over rough tracks, 
Jumping out of the car as soon as the leader stopped. We were 
all making personal discoveries in the bushland. On and on we 
went, Ern promising our next stop would be lunch. We gasped at 
the location Ern had chosen - the site of a controlled burn - 
it was covered in wildflowers. waxlips were everywhere. Where 
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could we sit without displacing these unique flowers? There 
were also yams, pimeleas, goodenias, droseras, senecios acacias 
and more. Idyllic and peaceful surroundings for us to taste a 
sample of Brian’s pickled saffron milk caps. Those who sampled 
the fungi agreed that they were tasty. 

Off we go again, red ironbark £. tricarpa, red 
stringybark FE. macrorhyncha and yellow box E. melliodora 
forest. Frogs could be heard, nodding greenhoods were nearly 
finished flowering, moss, lichen on rocks, musky caladenia 
orchid C. angustata which Claire declared had a very strong 
musk fragrance. A special stop to inspect a red spider orchid 
C. conculla, incredible, a first for many of us. Brian 
identified some apricot coloured fungi as Omphalina chromacea, 
he said that they were past their best, in their prime they are 
bright orange. Tall greenhoods, blue pincushion Brunonia 
australis in bud. Claire and Peter found a pale green insect 
caught in a drosera, the debate raged, was it a moth or was it 
a butterfly? --- So much to learn! 

Onto the Spring Gully Road. It was breathtakingly 
beautiful walking amongst drifts of deep purple flowers in the 
sunlight, Glossodia major and Tetratheca ciliata, wax flowers, 
grey everlasting and a very large bush of Grevillea alpina. As 
we approached the bitumen, the landscape changed from blue 
purple to yellow and brown (daviesias and acacias). Observant 
Carol noticed a handsome striped caterpillar which had been 
voraciously eating Acacia pycnantha. 

Then a sad stop. A beautiful area of Wildflowers, at a 
road junction, had been cleared, without warning or 
consultation. 

Afternoon tea was at Vaughan Springs. There was sunlight 
on the water. The trees were large silver poplars, still 
coming into full leaf. A privileged group of field naturalists 
sat sipping and munching. THE BEST OF COMPANY. Magpies were 
carolling overhead, blue wrens hopping close by. 

Claire thanked Ern and Leslie for a well planned and 
marvellous excursion, in her usual warm and witty way. But 
there was still more before we went our separate ways, yes, the 
gathering under THE BIG TREE at Guildford. We were so much 
richer for our joyous day. Thank you all for the generous 
information - I hope I’ve got it right. Margaret Martin 


VFNCA SPRING 2000 ’CAMPOUT’ OCT 12-15 
From an excellent base ’camp’ at the Kismet Riverside 
Lodge, Howlong, on the bank of the Murray, the participants in 
the gathering ventured forth in sunshine and showers to enjoy 
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excursions into the wonderful reserves and forests of the 
region. This activity was complemented by most informative 
evening sessions on relevant topics. 

The comprehensive program offered visits to the Chiltern 
Box Ironbark National Park, Wonga Wetlands (Albury), Bonegilla 
Grasslands Reserve, Nail Can Hill Flora and Fauna Reserve 
(Albury), Mt Pilot Multi Purpose Park, and two Travelling Stock 
Reserves (of 100 acres plus) near Walbundrie in NSW. The 
latter are fine stands of remnant grassland forest linked by 
treed road reserves. 

The varied forest reserves provided tree and plant 
communities that offered excellent nature study: on higher 
stony terrain - Blakely’s Red Gum, White Box and Red Box; and 
on lower areas Grey Box, Red Stringybark, Yellow Box and Mugga 
Ironbark. Some twenty species of orchid were listed - of 
special interest to those of us from south of the range were 
the Purple Diuris and the Black Tipped Greenhood (P. bicolour). 

The final excursion on the Sunday morning was to Kentucky 
State Forest (NW of Howlong). Here was more diversity, with 
mature White Cypress Pine, eucalypts and wattles. This habitat 
provided excellent birdwatching. Observations ranged from 
Western Warblers nest building to a large Lace Monitor sunning 
itself close to a convenient hollow on an old eucalypt. 

Evening talks focussed on issues of concern in the 
region, particularly the decline of woodland birds and the need 
for regular flooding to maintain the health of the river, 
billabongs and floodplains. 

The fifteen members of FNCB in attendance during the 
weekend will have returned home more conscious of the need for 
the preservation and correct management of the remaining 15% of 
the original, Graceful Woodlands of the Box Ironbark Forests of 
our State. 

Members of the Albury Wodonga FNC were congratulated on 
providing such an enjoyable and stimulating event. 

Greg W. Binns 


EXCURSION TO BRISBANE RANGES 

After morning tea at Lyndsay’s we headed east for the 
Brisbane Ranges. After going down the winding road to the 
Mooralbool River and up the other side into the historic 
township of Steiglitz we turned left into Butchers Road. A few 
kilometres along we came across a burnt area with a splendid 
patch of grasstrees in full flower. 

Lyndsay told us the story of the fire, apparently some 
nasty person stole a four wheel drive vehicle last summer and 
dumped it in the bush, setting fire to it for good measure! 
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Unfortunately it was a day of high fire danger and quite a 
fierce fire took hold as a result, but it was that fire which 
produced such a fine display a few months later. Lyndsay had 
been watching the area for some time and knew that we were in 
for a treat. It was apparent that a fairly hot fire is needed 
to stimulate the flowering of the grasstrees - areas adjacent 
to where the grasstrees were flowering had been burnt less 
severely and there were no grasstree flowers. Most of the 
flower spikes pointed straight up, but about 5% had sharp bends 
or gentle curves and we could only speculate as to possible 
causes for the wierd shapes. The erect spikes stood about four 
metres high and made a spectacular display - the red throated 
wattle birds also found them attractive, their raucous calls 
echoing through the bush. Another treat resulting from the 
fire was the flowering of red beak orchids Lyperanthus 
nigricans, their leaves are commonly seen but you are only 
likely to see the flowers after a fire, Lyndsay suggested that 
the flowering was caused by the increase in potash, 

The scrub free, blackened earth provided a good 
background for viewing the many other plants in flower 
including lobelias, pink fingers, isopogons, trailing 
goodenias, sundews etc. Lyndsay with his good knowledge of 
botany and the local area pointed out specimens of heath pink- 
bell Tetratheca ericfolia with their rich magenta coloured 
flowers, much darker than the comparatively pale lilac colour 
of the more common pink bells 7. ciliata. 

The recent warm weather had obviously stirred up the 
insect population, Margaret Rotheram pointed out a brightly 
coloured tiger moth with black and yellow wings and a bright 
red head. The bright markings probably acting as a warning to 
predators that it contained poisonous compounds - otherwise it 
would have been gobbled up for sure! The struggle for survival 
was also seen with a wiry jumping jack ant dragging a fat 
blowfly across the track - obviously heading for the ant’s 
larder. 

Our minds also turned to food and with a steady drizzle 
developing Lyndsay took us to the Bert Boardman Recreational 
Reserve, where there were tables and benches under cover. At 
the end of lunch it was still raining so we had a good chat and 
Lyndsay kept us entertained with jokes and numerous stories of 
the local history. 

Eventually though, we felt a chill and we agreed to 
depart for home. It was while I was enjoying a cup of warm tea 
at home that I realized that the rain was coming from the east 
and I recalled with dismay the local saying:- "When it rains 
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from the east, it rains for a week!" Just as well we all 
enjoyed the morning so much - just in time before the rain set 
in! Brian Andrews 


CONSERVATION ON PRIVATE LAND. 

Sue Mudford, the South West Victorian Regional Co- 
ordinator for Trust For Nature gave us a fine talk about the 
trust and its conservation work. 

Since farmers control most of the land that is not 
publicly owned, a lot of TFN work concerns them » help is 
given, native vegetation plans and wildlife protection schemes 
are drawn up etc. One important procedure encouraged by TEN is 
for land owners to put a covenant on there land to protect its 
habitat and wildlife in years to come. An extension of this 
idea is the Revolving Fund which can purchase blocks with 
significant habitat or wildlife, donations are also gratefully 
accepted. After acquisition a protective covenant is put on 
the land, any required work is done and then the block is 
resold. Sue showed slides of blocks that TFN have been 
involved with, particularly appreciated were the slides of wet- 
land preservation and the brolgas which they attract. One 
sympathetic farmer even planted a special crop for the brolgas! 
Brolga chicks are often eaten by foxes, so a trial is being 
conducted with 1.3m high Electronet Fence, which will hopefully 
keep the foxes out. 

The TFN is also often involved with public appeals, for 
example the Mary White Reserve, which we recently visited. 
Education and training programs are conducted. Open Days are 
held on a regular basis, of special interest for us is 
Mooramong where we can go on a guided nature walk and at night 
there is spotlighting to observe the eastern barred bandicoots. 

We can al] enjoy the open days and we have regular visits 
and working bees to blocks such as Linton. We were also 
invited to become financial members of the TEN. BDA 


No Poser this month due to lack of space. Solution for October 
poser will be in December issue. Ed 


ee te **K---------- NCB ----------***-~-----~-- 
“Neetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture Centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, VICROADS 254 R8, commencing at 7-30pn 

Excursions depart fron Creswick Plaza, VICROADS 255 M10, at $-30 an, unless specified otherwise. 
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(Secretary). » Bob Curtain (Treasurer). , Brian Andrews (Bditor),. , Helen 
Burgess, Naureen Christie, Lyndsay Fink, Carol Hall, John Mildren, Pat Murphy, 
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